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clamation of Manchuria's independence and of the breaking
off of all diplomatic relations with the Chinese Government.
Mr. Eden replied with all the delusive dexterity of the
Foreign Office behind him, that he had no information be-
yond the Chinese Note to confirm the idea that the Japanese
proposed to form an independent State. The Chinese in any
case referred to a statement, not a note, and then * His
Majesty's Government have made no representations on the
subject to the Japanese Government.*   Mr. Seymour Cocks,
Labour member for Broxtowe, who had put the first question,
asked whether we still stood by Article I of the Nine-Power
Treaty which together with the other signatories engaged us
to   accept  the   sovereignty,   independence,  territorial   and
administrative integrity of China.  We did.  Were there not
Sir Austen's pledges in July 1928, when he said the British
Government regarded Manchuria as part of China?   There
were.    Would it not be desirable then to draw Japan's
attention to the Chinese statement about a separate State in
Manchuria ?    Mr. Eden: ' The Japanese Government have
given very definite assurances both to His Majesty's Govern-
ment and to the League that they intend to maintain their
responsibilities under the Nine-Power Treaty and also to
maintain the Open Door in Manchuria.'
For some time there had been an excuse for believing in
Japan's assurances and apologies. As long as the com-
paratively Liberal Baron Shidehara was in power it could be
contended that all reasonable efforts should be made to
strengthen his hands against the militarist factions in Tokyo.
Such efforts, as Stimson frankly admits, proved vain. Shide-
hara was blown away like an autumn leaf as soon as the
challenge came from the Mothers* Union at Geneva—he had
played for time, he had served the purpose of the militarists.
Eden's acceptance of Japanese assurances with Shidehara
gone in fact meant that the first blow had been struck at
collective security. Perhaps it was the greatest blow, for it
provided the precedent for all the militant anarchy that has

